
FMCA.com Community First-Time User’s Guide 
 
Overview 
 
Forums are where members can post questions or comments and generally interact with other 
members in a bulletin-board-type setting. The forum discussions become a part of our 
community, where they can be read, re-read and continued for years. The forums are the 
backbone of our community, where our members meet and get to know one another and share 
information that is valuable to the whole community. 
 
Photo Galleries or Albums can be created by each member. This is a perfect place to share 
your experiences with the rest of the community. You can create multiple albums and they can be 
either private or publicly displayed. You can post photos from your albums in your Forum posts to 
better illustrate a topic or to share your personal experiences.  
 
Blogs – The word blog is simply a shortened version of “web log,” an online version of a public 
diary.  
 
In your blog in our community, you may want to write a “blog” about each trip you take in your 
motor coach. Each day or week, you may want to write a new entry about where you have been, 
what you have seen or done. You can add photos, links to relevant Web sites, or allow others to 
add comments or ask questions. Your blog can be private, where only you can read it, or it can 
be “public” so that all members of our community can read it.   
 
Calendar is exactly what it sounds like. You can add events to your own personal calendar or 
you may want to add a public event such as a gathering for our community members, or a festival 
or convention that your fellow community members may be interested in attending. 
 
Member Control Panel (called My Controls) is where you can view all of your member settings, 
from messages from other members to changing your password. 
 
Forum Instructions 
 
Our forums are divided into several sections, and within those sections are individual forums for 
discussing specific subjects. You may read topics on a specific subject by clicking on the title of 
that particular forum, or you may click on the “View New Posts” link in your user menu to view 
topics that have been active since your last visit.  

 
 
You may also view today’s active topics by clicking on the “Today’s active topics” link toward the 
bottom of the page in the “Board Statistics” section.  

 
 
Creating a Topic 
To create a new topic, navigate to the forum/category most appropriate for your topic and then 

click the “New topic” button.  
Next, you will need to specify a topic 
title and a description (optional). Try 
to be as specific as possible so that 
someone will easily know the topic of 
your post by reading it’s subject. 

 



 
 
Next you will need to enter the text of your topic. Our forums offer 
a text editor similar to what you may have seen in your e-mail or a 
word processor. You will be able to format your text, specify left- 
right- or center alignment; bold, italics, add web links, photos and 
much more.  
This type of text editor is called a WYSIWYG editor, which stands 
for What You See Is What You Get – meaning that what you see 

in this box is what you will see when you post your topic. 
 
When you are done, you can Preview your post, and then come back and edit it some more, or 
you can just Post it by clicking one of the buttons below. 

 
 
Replying to a Topic 
If you find a topic that you would like to reply or add a response to, you can easily do so by 
clicking one of the two Reply buttons below the last topic reply. 

 
Fast reply will open up a text box just below the last reply to allow you to quickly write out your 
response. This method is quicker, but does not allow for much formatting or adding images. 
 
The “Add reply” button will open a new page and give you all of the options available when 
adding a topic or reply. You can format your text, add images, smilies, web links, etc. 
 
Forum Options 

 

Mark forum as read – marks the forum as read by you 
Mark forum as read and return to board index – marks forum as 
read and then takes you back to the forum’s main page 
Subscribe to this forum – you will receive notices when additions 
are made to this forum. 
 

 
Topic Options 
 

 

Track this topic – you will be notified when new posts are added to this topic. 
You will have a choice as to how you are notified via your Control Panel. 
Email this topic – Send this topic to a friend; enter your friend’s name, email 
address and a personal message along with a link to this topic. 
Download this topic – you may download this topic to print, as HTML or as a 
Word document. 
Subscribe to this forum – same as tracking, except that it applies to the 
whole forum. 
 
Display Modes Change the way forums are viewed. Some modes may be 
easier for some people to follow, or easier to view on slower internet 
connections. If your forum ever appears “different,” be sure to switch to 
Standard mode. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Member Profile 

 

Click on a member’s name to view their Profile, Blog, Photo 
Albums, to Add this member as a friend, send a message to this 
member or to find more of this member’s Topics and Posts.  
 
You may edit your own Profile by clicking on “My Controls” in 
your user toolbar above the forums.  
 
 

 
 
Photo Galleries 

 
 

You may view other user’s Galleries as well as 
your own by clicking on the “Photos” link in the 
main menu. However, in order to upload or edit 
your own albums, you will need to go to “My 
Controls” and then to the “Your Albums” option in 
the left rail, below “Invision Gallery.” 
 

 
  

If you do not have any albums created already, you 
will need to click the link on the next page to create 
your first album. 
 
Next, name your album, give it a description, 
determine whether or not you want it to be a public 
or private gallery and also the order in which you 
want your photos to be displayed. 
 

 

After creating your album, you will need to upload 
your images into it.  
 
Create a caption and a description, add a copyright 
notice if you like and select whether or not you 
would like to be notified of new comments to your 
image.  
 
Click the Browse button and browse to the file to 
upload on your local hard drive (normally on a CD 
or in your “My Pictures” folder. 
 
File types allowed: .jpg, .jpeg, .png, .gif 

 
Blogs 

 

 

As with Photos, you can view others’ Blogs through 
the “Blogs” link in the main menu. You can read 
other blogs, make comments on them and even 
subscribe or “Track” a blog. 
 
To write or edit your own blog, again you will have 
to visit your Control Panel by clicking on “My 
Controls” and then scroll down to the “Community 
Blog” section and click on “Create a Blog.” 
 
Next, give your Blog a name and description and 



select that you are writing a “local” blog unless you 
are linking to an external one. 
 

 
Now, you’ve created your blog and are ready to add an entry. First, click on the “My Blog” option 
on the user menu: 

 
Next, click on Entries and then Add Entry to start your blog post. 

 
Each blog entry will have a different title and subject matter. For instance, your blog may be about 
your trip to the Grand Canyon, and each entry to that blog can be made along the way, maybe 
daily or just every time you find something interesting to write about. Regardless, share your 
journeys and your experiences. Have fun. Share your fun with others. 
 


